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A Chinese soul in a western body
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Vision: Where have you heard this instrument? When was your first encounter with the “Er
Hu”instrument?
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Edo Erhu: | was completely melt by Er Hu’s wonderful sound when I first experienced it from a

Chinese movie. | bought my first Er Hu during my travel in Hongkong. Now | have 6
Er Hu, each of them has its own character.
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Vision: How long have you been practicing Er Hu? Was it a difficult task?
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Edo Erhu: 4 Years. Unfortunately till now | haven't found a teacher yet. I learn by listening, but not
from an Er Hu Master’s demonstration. My learning heavily relied on DVDs.
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Vision: You have already over 10 years experiences in rock music, and now you are concentrating
in playing Er Hu. Could you please share with us your music style?
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Edo Erhu: | used to play electronic guitar and self-study Er Hu now. Therefore my performance
style is quite different from those classic players. In my music, I am consciously control
the appearance of Er Hu’s sound. It only appears when | think it will create unique
feelings among the audiences. Perfect performance technique is not my focus. However
I include huge variety of music elements in my next CD. | will use Gu Zheng or Yang



Qin, electronic guitar and beats. Naturally the mix will create a brand new experience
for the audience.
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Vision: What do you think should the right balance be between performance technique and feeling

expressions?
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Edo Erhu: High quality performance provides the strong base for expression. However |
personally believe that technique is not the most important element in music creation.
The balance between technique and feelings is the key success factor. It also reflects the
thinking and feelings of a musician. | am trying to improve my technical skill day by
day. However I strongly believe Er Hu is an instrument to express feeling and thinking
behind the soul of a musician.
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Vision: How do you deal with the conflict between techniques and culture? How do you deal with
conflict of different instructmfnts?
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Edo Erhu: My only focus is to produce great music.
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Vision: | believe great music is end product of a perfect combination of music and culture. As a
westerner, how could you overcome your limited knowledge about Oriental culture?
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Edo Erhu: Honestly, it comes naturally. Music is a culture by itself. It communicates, expresses

and motivates people. Usually I only analyse the situation based on the music. For
example, when | could not identify the instrument, | will try to understand musician’s
rational to use it for this piece. However | am big fan for “ river of tears”.
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Vision: | am greatly surprised that a native German could be so passionate about Chinese culture.
Do German younger generation have the exposure to Asian culture?
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Edo Erhu: It is a pity that one could not get exposed to Asian culture during the primary and
secondary education. | created the opportunity to build my passion for Asian movie and
music.
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Vision: Is your personality different from the other Germans? If so, what could it be?
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Edo Erhu: You cannot find the stereotyped German characteristics from me. | am not a football fan
nor interested in the speed of the car. Furthermore, | don’t drink beer. Music is all |
have. | am passionate to explore and create music style. On the contrary, my fellow
Germans are not interested in all those.
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Vision: Is it difficult to be an outlier?
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Edo Erhu: You are absolutely right. I can hardly find someone understands me from Germany.

Four years ago when | decided to focus on Er Hu and less prioritize on e-Guitar which |
have played for ten years. Many people could not understand my choices and laughed at
me. Two years later, my friends realized that how serious | am about Er Hu. | was
introduced to a few established music producers, they are not only supportive but also
helping me to complete the production of my album. | play most of the pieces in the
album. Also | am constantly in search for partners for live performance.
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Vision: Have you ever regretted about your choice? If you were to have one more chance, would
you make the same decision?
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Edo Erhu: My only regret is not to start learning Er Hu early enough.
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